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The felIowing diseourse is given to the publie in eomp^- 
•nee with the request of the members of the Author's late 
eharge. It was prep^ed in the midst of numerous engage- 
ments and frequent interruption. On the 15th of l^Iareh 
he tendered his resignation to his Gongregation. A eomr 
mittee was appointed to confer with him on the subject 
•nd aseertain his reasons and motiyes in so doing. Aiier 
a iull and eordial interehange of sentiment the Gommittee 
aeeeded to his wishes and with expressions of deep regret 
eonsented not to throw any obstaeles in his way , confiding in 
his judgment on the point of his duty. On the 21'st the 
Gongregation eonsented to aeeept the report of the Com- 
mittee. On ihe 23d the Presbyteiy of Garlisle dissolved 
the past(»al relation between him and his eharge and dis- 
missed him to join the ( Assembly's ) 2nd Presbyteiy of 
Philadelphia. During that week he visited nearly all the 
&niilie8of his eharge and on the followingSabbath termina- 
ted his pastoral labours among an a£kctionate, united, and 
•orrowingpeople with the diseourse eontained in the follow- 
ing pages and whieh at the eamest re^uest of some mem- 
bera of his late eharge is embellished with a Meraotint like- 
iofthe Author. 



PARE-WELL DISeOURSE. 



PhiL L 27, 28. Only let yotir eonTenadon be as it 
beeometh the gogpel of Ghrist; that, whether I eome and 
■ee you, or else be absent, I may hear of yonr afiairs, that 
y e stand £uit in one spirit, with one mind, 8triving together 
for the fisdth of the gospel; and in nothing terrified by yonr 
adyeraarieBy whieh ia to them an eyident token of perdition, 
bat to y ou of salyadon and that of God. 

The apostle Paul, at one period of his min- 
istry, was thrown into great perplexity by 
eonilieting emotions. The toils, embarrass- 
ments, disappoinlments, perUs, perseeutions, 
and anxieties, ineident to the preaehing of the 
gospely rendered him desirous to finish his 
eourse» and enter into rest. But his Iove for 
souls, and desire for the glory of the blessed 
Redeemer» his aSeetion for those that had 
been converted by his instrumentality, and 
the delight he experienced in the service o 
ehrist, made him willing to toil on and prJ 
traet his stay in this wieked and wretehed 
world. For him to die, he felt would be gjun» 
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He would eseape from the din of strife, the 
perils of life, and the seenes of warfare, whieh 
here afflicted and oppressed his spirit. But 
for him to live was to advance the eause and 
glory of ehrist. Ghiist was the eharm of his 
life, and all he thought of or eared for. The 
only thing he felt it to be worth living for, 
was to proniote and exalt the dear and ador- 
able Jesus who had died to save him, and 
turned his wieked heart from the love of sin 
to the love of God. He was, therefore, " in 
a strait betwist two, having a desire to depart, 
and to be with Ghrist whieh is far better :*• 
but, being convinced, that ** to abide ift the 
flesh was more needful" for the ehureh, he 
was willing still to live and labour. If God 
had any thing for him to do, in advancing the 
spiritual weLTare of ehristiaus at Philippi, he 
felt persuaded he would prolong his life, and 
so order it in his providence that he should 
yet visit them, and labor among them. He 
was perfectly willing to do so^ and for their 
^omfort and joy let them know his feeling8 
this subject. One thing. however, in the 
^n time he felt to be of essential eoiise- 
quence,-he eould not and eared not to eonoeal 
it, — that it was the ardent desire of hit hMet$ 
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that the dear people of God at Philippi, the 
members of that ehureh, whieh he had been 
instrumental in establishing, notwithstanding 
the terrible trials and porseeution he had to 
eneounter in so doing, should maintain an 
eleyated piety, fully up to the standard of the 
gospeL Whether present with them or ab- 
sent from them, nothing in relation to them 
eould give him more real py, than to know 
this to be the fact. It was the sum of his 
heart's wishes for them. **Only let your eon- 
yersation be as it beeometh the gospel of 
Ghrist ; that whether I eome and see you, or 
be absent, I may hoar of your affairs, that ye 
stand fast in one spirit, with one mind, striT- 
ing together for the faith of the gospel ; and 
in nothing terriiied by your adversariesy 
whieh is to them an evident token of perdi« 
^on, but to you ol salvation and that of God.** 
It should be the eamest desire, and assidu- 
ous eSbrt, of eyery minister of Ghrist, that 
the tone and eharaeter of the piety in their 
several eharges should be brought up fully to . 
the standard of the gospel. Qn the present/ 
solemn and tender oeeasion, I shall not be 
aeeused of egotism in saying, that it is the 
desdre of my heart, and wUl co\itc&v)^&\5^ \fiet 
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great delight^to knowy when permitted toyis- 
it, or to hear of, this ehurehy that you, its be« 
loved members, maintain a piety conformed 
to the gospel standard. 

The text aSbrds an opportunity to illustrate 
some of the essential features of Evangelical 
piety, — that whieh it behoves you to main- 
tain and evince before the world. The ex- 
hibition of them is gi^en, as my parting 
instruetion to eaeh one among you who 
names the name of lesus, and as the expres- 
sion of my earnest desire and expectation in 
relation to your future life. 

I. Where true Evangelical piety prevails, 
there the gospel of Jesus Ghrist will have the 
paramount and entire eontrol of the eonduet 
The word " conversation" does not convey 
the full import of the apostle's expression. It 
denotes the aetions of the life, — the deport- 
ment of ehristians as citizens of the great 
eommonwealth of Israel. This, in all our 
soeial relations, should be eonsistent with the 
gospel of Ghrist. 

" Gospel" is a word of comprehensive im- 
port, and in its most expansive sense, denotes 
the good tidings whieh the Lord Jesus Ghrist 
baa announeed to the world* All tiiatHe 
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taught in the way of preeept and advice, or 
of instruetion as to the seheme of redemption, 
and the moral goyemment of God, is in itself 
ogodand conducive to the real happiness of 
thosewho hearken to hiseounsels. It isin 
this wide and popular sense tbe apostie uses 
the term in the text. 

It is not neeessary to give a sketeh, even 
of the more Iofty themes whieh Ghrist has 
unfolded in the Holy Seriptures. There are a 
few attitudes, however, in whieh the entire 
system of His reveIations may be eontempia- 
tad ; or, in other words, a few general elassi- 
fications of those numerous and invaluable 
truths whieh He has ineuleated, and to ad- 
vert to whieh may be of use« in an inquiry as 
to the deSnite import of the gospel of Christ 

1. It b a SYSTEM 0F DiviirE TRUTH. By this 
it is not meant, that the Bible is eonstrueted 
on any philosophieal or metaphysieal prinei- 
ples ; — nor that the truths of the seriptures, 
are strungto gether in systematie form and 
order; — nor that they are mere doetrinal 
statements or didaetie propositions; — nor that 
they eonsist of general abstraetions or logi- 
eal de&iitions: — but, that it has pleased the 
Spirit of Grod to reveal to us, eertala^t^l 
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and important facts, and essential to be 
knowe, in relation to the e^istenee, eharaeter, 
and govemment of God, — ^the original and 
history of our raee, — the nature, relationsy 
responsibilities and destiny of men, — ^the ruin 
of the human family, and the redemption of 
Jesus ehrist, — and the great moral means de- 
«igned of Heaven for the renovation and sane- 
tification of men. The gospel of Ghrist lets 
us know the facts in the ease, and that with 
great plainness and preeision. 

It is true there is a sublime beauty, a won- 
derful simplieity, in all the works and ways 
of God, and that, as, inthe material universe 
around us, we discover great and important 
prineiples, whieh we may traee through an al- 
most endless series of developements, so, in 
the moral govemment of God, the facts dis- 
elosed to our attention involve the simplest 
and sublimest prineiples. There is in them 
the philosophy of nature, — the inlinitely wise 
and wonderful adjustment of things, whieh 
every reflecting mind diseernsin some degree, 
as it ponders the developments of fact8. 

Newton in discovering the law of gravita- 
tion, orginated no new truth» but simply 
drew aside the veil whieh obseured theiniikki 
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of men, and gave them a elear and distinet 
view of the admirable strueture and harmo- 
ny of the universe. The law was in opera- 
tion thoujsands of years before the prying in- 
quisitiveness of men deteeted it, and it was 
no sooner statedy^than it was seen to be, ob- 
viously, the grand prineiple whieh forms 
the very basis of the whole meehanieal strue- 
ture of the Heavens and the earth. It is so 
in refcrence to the great facts and prineiples 
diselosed in the gospel. They are not the 
dogmas and doetrines of seienee, — not propo- 
sitions or eonelusions elaborated by human 
investigation, — not abstraet positions fortified 
by eogent demonstrations, — ^but plain and 
solemn statements of ^aets, — an unvarnished 
representation of things as they are. 

Reason never would have elioited them» 
for they lie beyond its'sphere of original ob- 
fl6fvation. 1. Cor. 7 — 10. They possess a 
elaim on our attention and confidence, whieh 
nbthing but the truthfuInessof Almighty 6od 
who has announeed them ean give. Com- 
pared with the great facis diselosed to us by 
the testimony of Christ, the ever Iiving and 
faithfurwitness, all theories and systemsof 
buman philosophy, are as the rai%^ «sA. 
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shadows of the Tading day to the beamy 
brightness of the meridian sun- 

To aet eonsistently with the gospd of 
Ghrist in this respeet, theiefore, it is essential, 
that Ghristians should explore the saered voI- 
ume, — make it the man of their eounsel, and 
embraee the truth in all the freshness and 
simplieity in whieh it is revealed by 6od. 
TheBible mustbe believed, not as conform« 
ingitseIfto the deduetions of human reason- 
ing, for its premises are often very faIlacious; 
but as eontaining the deelarations of aa 
infallible being. To folIow our own reason« 
ingSy and approve of the reveIations of serip- 
ture only as far as they eorrespond to their 
deduotions is to imitate the glow-worm whieh 
shuns the light of Hea^en, and erawls forth 
through the darkness of night in the light of its 
own siekly rays. The Ghristian should rath- 
er sore like the eagle and gaze on the orient 
orb of day. The Bible unfolds a world entire* 
ly beyond human intuition. Our knowledge 
of it, is obtained by faith. Its facts are diselos- 
ed to us, and demand our eredenee as pereipi- ' ' 
ent and rational beings, not beeause we ean 
demonstrate themby proeesseso^reasooinig, 
but beeause the God of truth has ^ken. 
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Thus to betake ourselres to the Iiving foun- 
tain of light and trutb, stands opposed to the 
proud aspirings of boastful reasoning, and to 
the servile deference whieh is sometimes 
paid to ereeds and confessions of faith. To 
these, in their proper plaee, there should be 
no objection, but, if a man will let his conver- 
sation be as beeomes the gospel of Ghrist, he 
must look far beyond the narrow limits of the 
ereed of hisehureh. The saered seriptures, 
and they alone, are the infaIUbIe rule of faith 
and praetiee. To exalt any ereed and 
confession of faith whatever, and magnify it 
as sueh, is far from beeoming the high digni- 
ty of citizens of Zion. Often the ereeds of 
human strueture serve the purposes of eeele* 
siastieal usurpalion and ambition, and are 
employed to enslave the minds of men. 
There is an immense range of truths in the 
Bible, whieh are not to be found in any ereed 
of man. There is a mine of inexhaustib]e 
truth ia the saered voIume, and human ereeds, 
at best» are but a few ingots forged from it 
To raise the alarm, and excite suspieions, 
when men advance beyond the limits of their 
ehureh's ereed, in expIoring the saered voI- 
ume» is nol to aet beeomiog thfi ^«^V^ 
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butto exalt the ereed and undervalue the 
Bible. 

2. The gospel is a PERrEOT code ot mor- 
ALS. Instead of giving us profound disserta- 
tions about the nature of moral obligationy 
it brings into view the great prineiples of hu- 
man aetion, and dietates its preeepts, as the 
eireumstanees of soeiety, and its various 
relations may require. Disdaining the max- 
ims of a selfish world, it requires the supreme 
affection of the heart for God, and gives us a 
few elementary prineiples of endless praeti- 
eal applieation. Its grand and fundamen- 
tal requirement — the sum total of its pre- 
eepts, is " Thou shalt Iove the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart and thy neighbour as thy- 
»elf." The human heart is appealed to as 
the spring of all human aetions, and by re- 
gulating it, the gospel seeks to regulate the 
entire man. There is no morality worth the 
name, wbieh does not begin, and is not eon- 
summated in the love of God. 

To aet as it beeomes the gospel, therefore, 
in this respeet " Iove should in all our aetions 
glow." Selfishnes8 must give plaee to the 
dietates of benevoIence. Our interest must 
be saeriSeed to the elaims of Grod : and every 
purpose, and every joy,\>e so\x^\m «oiowt* 
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dination to the high behests of Heaven. 
Thus to aet stands opposed to the miserable 
narrow minded views of expediency, and 
the suggestions of prudenee, whieh often 
render tbe professed friends of Ghrist mere 
traitors in disguise : — to the proud self right- 
uous spirit of pharisaism, whieh makes not 
the love of Ghrist the root and spring of all 
obedienee to the law of God, but aims at its 
own advantage or applause :— and to the vi- 
olent querulous spirit of bigotry and intoler- 
anee whieh makes the ereed of the ehuroh 
the rule of duty, and the standard by whieh 
to estimate piety/ 

3. The gospel is a ststem of spiritual 
iirPLUEireE. Its solemn and preeious truth» 
are the vehicles of divine energy. A melting 
and subduing power, aeeompanies the beUef 
of the great facts, whieh Ghrist has diselosed. 
Who ean believe that he is by nature a ehild 
of wrath and an heir of hell, and that Ghrist 
has interfered and brought deliverance, with« 
out experiencing humble and grateful emo- 
tionsl Who ean believe other factsof reve- 
lation and remain indiSerent ? Hard indeed 
must be the heart, whieh will remain eallous, 
in view of its amazing truths 
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It is the realising inAuential belieT o( what 
the gospel aiErms, that ean alone move and 
break the heart of man. There are no ob- 
jects in their nature so well ealeulated to do 
ity as those whieh the gospel diseloses. A 
yawning hell, a broken law, a damning guilt, 
a full saIvation, a free pardon, a justifying 
righteousness, a purifying inAuenee, a dying 
Saviour, an ample atonement, a mediatorial 
kingdom, a heaven of glory, a reeoneiled 
God and Pathery a glorious intereessor, an 
heavenly Comforter, an eternity of delight, 
— these are among the objects whieh the 
gospel presents to faith, and whieh if appre- 
hended and believed, eannot fail to produee 
an impression. 

To aet as beeomes the gospel of Ghrist, 
therefore, is to evince the eiEeient inAuenee 
of a belief of what God says, We must 
show that we are wholly governed, in all our 
plans and modes of thinking and feeling and 
behaving, by the Spirit of God. He must 
regulate our eonduet, and we must be eare- 
ful not to grieve and vex that Spirit, and 
resist and rebel against his 8trivings. We 
muBt walk inthe Spirit and live in the Spirit, 
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vre must 1)6 '< fiQed with the ipirUt" and be«' 
tray that tender, prayerTuI, agonising frame of 
heart, wiiieh indieates, that we belieye the 
truths and facts of the Bible, and that our 
minds and hearts are under His leadings 
who, ** maketh intereession for us with groan* 
ings whieh eannot be uttered." Rom. viii. 2d» 
Thus to aet stands opposed,to thatmiser- 
able degrading formality in religion, whieh 
snakes many professors no better than mere 
:automatoas, moved by regular ministeri- 
al winding up, and the adjustment of eertaia 
«prings of pride, prejudice, eonseienee, and 
«eetarian predileetions: — ^to the firey zeid 
and eontentious spirit of those who are aetu- 
ated by party interestist and designs : — to the 
eold ealeulating selfishness of sueh as remain 
ittideeided and inactive, on alIgreatquestion8 
of moral reform, tQl they find how the popu» 
Ur will is likely to be aSeeted towards them : 
— ^ndto the bigotted deference whiehispaid 
to eertain eonseerated teehnies whose import 
is not weH understood, and to eettain eeelesi* 
astieal men and eouneils whose opinions and 
'udgment are held tobeof Srst importanee. 
The gospel ean never beeome tbe vehicle of 
diviDe iiuSuenee to tbase, who« instAM. <sC W 



18 EYAirGELieAL 

iog " led by the Spirit of God," allow them* 
sel vesto be led by men. To foIIow under par* 
ty banners, in the spirit of strife, and seetar- 
ism, and sehism, instead of the meek, forgiv. 
ing, humble» prayerful, laborious, and benev- 
olent spirit of Ghrist, — ^is utterly unbeeom- 
ing the gospel of Ghrist, and proyes a man's 
religion to be mere delusion, or fanati* 
eism. 

4. The gospel is a ststem of BEirEvoLEirT 
BNTERPRisE. Ghrist came to earth on an er- 
rand of Iove. The grand design of God in 
the diSusion of his gospel is to spread peaee 
and joy throughout the world. AII holy be- 
ings delight in deeds of benevoience. It is 
the delight of 6od to promote the bliss of his 
universe : and, to be destitute of benevoIence, 
is to be devoid of His Spirit Just as the gos- 
pel advances in the world and its prineiples 
are deveIoped, it displays itself to be the 
grandest seheme of benevoIent enterprise 
ever witnessed in it. Heaven and earth are 
united in Iofly plans for the salyation of men. 
The riehest sourees of benevoIent feeling are 
opened up, and the mightiest resourees are 
eombined, in one vast and well direeted syB- 
tem of eiTort, to aeeomplish what human 
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sympathies may suggest, human hearts de- 
yisey human hands eiTeet, and human means 
proeure, for the promotion of glory to God, 
peaee on earth and good will to men. 

To aet as it beeomes the gospel, therefore, 
in this respeet is lo labour, by personal ef- 
fort, and by peeuniary means, for the ooir- 
YERSioNT 0F THE woRLD. With this object 
at heart, and full in view, the various benev- 
olent institutions of the age — its Bible, mis- 
sionary, traet, edueation, Snnday sehool, so- 
eieties, and other eSbrts for reform will share 
in our solieitude, prayers, and patronage. 
We shall feel that we are not sent into this 
world to get riehes for our families, and leave 
after us great possessions for our ehildren» 
but to work for God, and for the welfare of 
our fellow men. 

It is utterly ineonsistent with the gospel of 
Ghrist, for men to eherish their heart ohilling 
selAshness, their miserable prejudices, their 
attaehment to the world'swealthand honours, 
and their bigotted and exclusive regard for 
the narrow, and perhapsdeleterious,interests 
pf their seet, whieh makes them withhold 
their efforts for the conversion of the world, 
8ave as they may be mado by tliek ^'<mL 
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ehureh. Let the wretehed miser stand aside^, 
and eount his gold, and his twin brother the 
bigot, ealeulate the interest of his seet and 
party, but let not the Ghristian demean him« 
self, and disgraee the master whom he pro- 
fes8es to serye, by any niggardly and eontraet- 
ed feelings on the subject of the great enter* 
prises of beneyolenee, whieh aim distinetly at 
the conversion of the world to Ghrist The 
parsimonious, ehurlish spirit, is alike opposed 
to the inerests of personal religion, and to the 
prosperity of Ghrist's kingdom. 6od never 
honours or employs those who indulge it io 
effecting great good in the world. 

11. True Evangelical piety, whieh minis* 
ters should labour to see among their people» 
produees firnmess and deeision. Paul was 
anxious to know that the Philippian ehureh 
stood fa8t. Attempts had been ttiade to se. 
duee by Aattery but had failed. The wieked 
wished to have an allianee with it so that it 
might tolerate their yiews, but Paul had re-> 
buked the efibrt He had been yiolently 
assaulted as the consequence, and had en- 
eountered seyere and terrible perseeution* 
ehristians at Philippi had been ealled to en- 
dore the grief andpain of leeiDg the minitter 



of ehrist, so tenderly beloved by them, driven 
from their midst, by the maliee and opposi- 
tion of enemies. But these things had not 
overcome them. Thev stood fast, and main- 
tained the ground they had taken. Lydia, 
and the Jailor and others had been converted 
and idolatry hadreceived sueh a shoek ia 
that eity, that the men who profited by the 
superstition and ignoranee of thepeople, who 
made their gains by the vices of a depraved 
eommunity, eould no longer hold up their 
heads as they onee did, and receive the ho- 
mage of their fellow citizens. .Whatever 
envy or maliee, had been excited by the re- 
formation, efFected through the instrumen- 
tality of Paul, the converts in Philippi were 
not shaken by it. They had eome out 
openly and deeidedly on the side of Ghristy 
and bore theit testimony firmly and undaun- 
tedly against popular vices. Nor eould they 
be deterred {rovt\ doing so, by Paul's de- 
parture £rom them. 

Men sometimes acquire infiuence over their 
felIow men, and by kindness, persuasion and 
appeals to interest and prejudices, and other 
means, bring them to do things whieh are not 
eordially appro^ed. In sueh ease^L VA:r£&s^ 
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eommitted themselves, through the inAuenee 
of friendship, or from the earesses of Aattery^ 
or with a yiew to selfish interests, they will^ 
for a season, persevere ; but let the pressure 
be withdrawn, — let the man be removed, 
for whose sake, or at whose instanee, it was 
done— and they will soon relapse into their 
former ways. It was not thus at Philippi» 
The gospel had been embraeed in the love of 
it The profession of Ghrist, and the renun- 
eiation of all their sins, were eordial mat- 
ters--done out of ehoiee, and therefore they 
stood fast 

The same iirmness and deeision, wiU ehar- 
aeterise aU, who, from like eauses, profess 
the reUgion of the gospel. Where a profess- 
ing people have taken ground with Ghrist, — 
and, with hearty ehoiee, eome out openly a? 
his witnesses to bear testimony for God and 
against the sins of men, there wUl be no hes- 
itation and vaciUatibn. Onlylet it be seen, 
that the blessed Redeemer eondemns this and 
the other eustom, — ^that popular prejudice is 
opposed to Him, — ^and there is no room left 
for eonsultation. True EvangeUcal piety 
requires, and wiU prompt to, a firm, zealbus, 
and jierseyering testimony agaiost it*. The 



world's prudenee is a eowardly yirtue» Ex« 
pedieneyy aeeording to the world's sugges* 
tions, is a mere weather-eoek, and where 
men hearken to advices from this quarter, 
they will never maintain their ground eon-* 
sistently against any vice. But ehristian 
firmness and deeision will frown upon this 
miserable adulation of a syeophantio world» 
and smile at its angry menaees. This is 
the piety needed at the present day, whieb 
will make the members of the ehureh espouse 
maafully the eause of Ghrist, and take a firmy 
deeided stand against the horrid erimes, long 
nurtured in soeiety, yet eountenaneed by ma* 
ny professing ehristians, and nestlmg in th^ 
ehureh. iSomeof them shall presently be no« 
tieed. In the mean time I remark, 

III. That true Evangelical piety will se- 
eure unity of spirit among tbe members of a 
ehureh where it prevails. It is the spirit» the 
rational and immortal soul of man, that 
rouses and stimulates the entire ahimal 
mass of our being* £very membert every 
organ, every ^unetion, are under the diree- 
tion, or subordinate to the great interest» of 
the one all pervading and aU aetuating mind. 
Thenee an iUuitration is taken by the «{oatlA 
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for the more vivid exhibition of that uirity, 
whieh should eharaeterise the aetion of the 
members pf any partieular ehureh. They 
should feel and aet, as if aetuated by one 
mind or souL Nothing but the eSieient in- 
Auenee of Evangelical piety, ean permanent-. 
ly seeure this. The blessed Spirit of God 
has elearly taught, in the saered seriptures 
and there only, what is that one purpose and 
way, whieh we are all bound to adopt and 
follow. Adherenee to Ghrist, and the prose- 
eution of the great interests of His glory, in 
opposition to the eorruptions of the world, is 
what the Spirit of God is striving to seeure 
among all that profess His name. Just as 
any deviate from this, will they beeome ver- 
satile, and be found conflictiug with eaeh 
other in various ways suggested by envy, 
jealousy, ambition, maliee and the like. But 
where the honour and glory of the Lord Je- 
sus are proseeuted, agreeably to the diree- 
tions and plan proposed in the Bible, and 
urged on the eonseienee by theSpirit and 
providence of God, there will there be unity 
of spirit Brethern will love eaeh other for 
Ghrist's sake, and treat eaeh other with that 
eourtesyi and Ghristian respeet, and mutual 
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confidence, and good will, whieh are neeessa- 
ry to the general harmony. They will find 
no time, and plaee for the indulgenee of 
eQvy and maliee, and rage, and revenge, 
and other baneful passions and purposes, lor 
they will be oeeupied with other and better 
things. They will not spend their strength 
and talents, in erimination and reeriminationy 
en^bittered polemies, and eleetioneering ca- 
bals and intrigues, for the purpose of exalt- 
ing this and the other idol of their party, but 
whalever is done, whether we eat or drink 
ii will be for the glory of God. Where the 
heart has really and fully made ehoiee of 
ehrist and entered into His service for His 
sake, and not with any selfish design, there 
ehristian eharaeter will be formed in the 
same mould, and there the members will 
eonstitute a body nerved and braeed togeth- 
er, all animated, all wakeful, all active, and 
aetuated by the one living spirit of Jesu8 
ehrist 

Greeds and confessions of f^ith, eeelesias- 
tieal eanons and deerees, legislative and ju- 
dieial deeisions, the eouneils of the ehureh, 
eannot seeure this. They have no Iife in 
them : nor ean they breathe the hallowmg 
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fire, into the bosoms of Ghrist's rollo^^ers» 
whieh shall melt down all asperities of ehar* 
acter,all jeaIousies, enyyings^ raneour, pride» 
amhition, maliee and other hateful aiTeetionSy 
and mould them together as one great living 
mass, pervaded and aetuated by the Spirit of 
God. It is true evangelical piety that form8 
the life blood of the ehureh, and distributes 
through its members the vital warmth and nu- 
triment And it is pleasing to see the one bo- 
dy of ehrist, all over the world, eemented and 
eompaeted, not by seetarian rules and rego- 
lations, not by party strifes and peeuliarities, 
but iound in all Evangelical soeieties and 
alike afiected and aetuated by the one bless- 
ed spirit — the spirit of truth and Iove, the 
Spirit of holiness and of God. 

IV. Where true Evangelical piety pre* 
vails in a ehuroh, there will be ei&eient co« 
operation among the members for the faith 
of the gospel When Paul says *' with one 
mind striving together for the faith of the 
gospel,*' he means what we would, were we 
to say, striving together with one soul ; tha^ 
is, the efforts of Ghristians for the faith of the 
gospel, should be made, In sueh a eoneurrent 
oo-operative way, as to evince, that adl are 



PIETY, 27 

i^otoated by but one purpose, and that, one of 
deep and heart felt interest But what is 
meant by the faith of the gospel 1 On this 
point sad mistakes are made by some. 

1.. The faitb of the gospel does not eonsist 
iji the dogmas of any system or sehool of 
Theology. DilTerent men have arranged» 
and soug^t to iliustrate the great truths of 
the gospel, by means of eertain metaphysica| 
assumptions, whieh, have been so ineorpora- 
ted with the doetrines, and as it were identi- 
fied with the facts of seripture, that it is al- 
most impossible, for ordinary minds and 
ignorant professorSy to diseiiminate between 
the truths of the Bible, and the additions of 
toen. And these ^ystems have been so instill- 
ed into the mind in early Iife, and their teeh- 
nies so uniformIy employed as the vehicles of 
thonght, that they have attaehed to the form3 
of speeeh, and phrases of man's invention, as 
mueh saeredness, and even more than to the 
oraeles of God. 

Thus one dass of theologians assume it 
that the ageney of God, in the graeious gov- 
emment of the mind and heart of man, is a 
direet independent eiTort of Omnipotenee — a 
physieal efficiency, and all their vvot% <i^^Safo 
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great doetrines of eleetion, human ()epravityy 
regeneration, sanetiiieation, human depend- 
enee, and the iinal salvation of belieyers, are 
materially aSeeted by the metapbysieal 
idea that entwines itself around the sys- 
tem, and gives shape and eolouring to the 
whole. 

Another assume it, that life is a substantial 
prineiple or essenee, immediately ereated by 
Gody with powers peeuliar to itself, and de- 
signed to produee all those aetions and phe- 
nomena we eall vital : and aeeordingly, their 
▼iewB of the nature of the new birth and the 
inAuenee of the Spirit, of human depravity 
and the nature of holiness, of the sinner's 
guilt and " the perseverance of the saints," 
eorrespond with the false metaphysieal as- 
assumption on whieh their system is based. 

Others again assume, .that holiness, or as 
they sometimes eall it, " original righteous- 
ness," is a positive entity or quality of simple 
ereated nature, and this metaphysieal notion, 
shapes their views of the fall of man, the na- 
ture of eorruption, the transmission of de- 
prayity, original sin, regeneration, sanetiii- 
eation, theimpossibility of falUng from graee, 
«nd other kindred doetrines. 
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Wbile others still assume it, that it is upon 
the prineiples of eommereial justice, we are to 
estimate the righteousness of God's eonduet 
in eonstituting Adam the representative of 
his offspring, and Ghrist the surety of sinners, 
and thus they differ greatly, in their views of 
the nature of representation, imputation, sub- 
stitution, — the design, nature, and eztent of the 
atonementy-^the guilt and aeeountability of 
sinners, — ^the design ofthe gospel offer, and 
other topies, from those whoeontemplate these 
things in the light of God^s publicju9tice as the 
moral govemor of the universe. And what is 
greatly to be deplored; — so great is the perti- 
naeity of some men, and so utterly averse 
are they to eandid and careful investigation, 
that they wUI not diseriminate between the 
simple facts of seripture, and the philosophi* 
eal and metaphysieal additions of dogmatie 
and seolastie theology, butdenounee all, who 
wiU not admit theeorreetness of their illustr&- 
tions, as though they rejected the great and 
eardinal doetrines of the ehristian faith. An- 
gry zeal, eeelesiastieal eleetioneering, the 
8piritofdenunciation, and efforts, topoureon^ 
tempt on those who are more preeise in their 
disorimination, and to organise parties andL 
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measures for excluding Ihem from the ehureh, 
they aeeount. tobe ** striving togetherfor the 
faith of the gospel." It is a pitiable sight, and 
methinks satan never more gloried, and grin- 
ned more horribly a ghastly smile, than 
when he sees good men thus deeeiyed, and 
mistaking the spirit of yengenee and bigotted 
attaehment to phrases and party, for '*striving 
together for the faith of the gospel." 

2. Neither does the faith of the gospel» ibr 
whieh we must strive, eonsist in the ereed of 
this or the other ehureh. Most ereeds wilh 
whieh I am acquainted, set forth merely the 
yiews of a partieular ehureh, on eertain 
great truths of religion, relating to the ehar- 
aeter of Grod, and of Ghristy and the media- 
torial work and kingdom. They eontain but 
little about duty and praetiee, and the 
Vices and habits to be renouneed. Against 
sueh as are eonsonant with the •eriptures» 
although but partial, and espedally our own» 
we have no objection as far as they go. 
They are excellent systems of theology and 
a satisfactory arrangement of important 
truth. But the faith of the gospel for whieh 
we must strive together, is not tbe WestmiiH 
Bter Confe8sion of Faith, and the larger and 
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shorter Gateehismsy nor the Heidelburg Cate- 
ehism, nor the Augsburg Conf6ssion9 nor the 
thirty-nine artieles, notwithstanding these 
forms of sound words eontain mueh that is 
gospel. 

3, Nor does the faith of the gospel c<msist 
in a speeulatiye Orthodoxy. Religion may 
beeome a matter of seienee, and studied as 
sueh, and there may be great skill in easuis- 
try too, where the individual bas not even 
believed the great facts of ehristianity in 
their bearing on himseU*. It is surprising to 
see how deep an interest may be excited in 
theheart, inthestudy of controversiaI theolo- 
gy, and how great an excitement may be 
felt in defending and maintaining its truths. 
Hundreds have mistaken their zeal in sueh 
mattersy as did Jehu his for the Lord of hosts, 
and lived and died utter strangers to the faith 
of the gospel, for whieh they thought them* 
8elve8 to have been eamestly eontending. 

4. Neither does the f aith of the gospel eon* 
sist in a vain Antinomian confidence in Ohrist» 
whieh eries peaee, and lulls the eonseienee 
to sleep, while the man negleets his duty and 
live8 in sin. There is a presumptuous trust» 

whieh is sometimes mistaken for belie^in^ 
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buty when carefully examined, proyes itself 
to be essentially of the same eharaeter with 
thestoies apathy and imperturbable self eom- 
plaeeney, or the Turk's blind and stupid sub- 
mission to fate. It is a melaneholy iaet, that 
many thus peryert the graee of Grod, and so 
apprehend the doetrines of the diyine deerees, 
and justification through the imputed righte- 
ousness of Ghrist, as to ery peaee, peaee to 
their own souls when Grod has not spoken 
peaee. 

5. Neither does the faith of the gospel 
eonsist in any ereated prineiple miraeuously^ 
implanted in the heart, like the instinets and 
appetites of our speeies. There is a loose 
way of speaking about faith, whieh makes 
yery false and pernieious impressions on the 
minds of many. It is ealled a pnndple^ in 
eontradistinetion from those aets and exerci- 
ses, whieh are yoluntary in their nature, and 
so represented as to lead many to think, that 
it is as mueh the simple produet of God's 
natural or physieal Omnipotenee as any ere- 
ated substanee whateyer. A sense of de- 
pendenee on Grod for its produetion may in- 
deed thus be indueed, but it infallibly weakens 
the sense of obligation to belieye. God is 
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the author and Snisher of our faith,and both 
in the same sense, but bis ageney in its pro- 
duetion is radieally diilerent from that whieh 
He exerts in ereating or originating a simple 
entity. Faith is, properly and specificaUy, ihe 
aet or exercise of mind, whieh a rational and 
Yoluntary agent puts forth, in giving full and 
eordial assentto testimony. The testimony 
or word to be belie ved is essential to 1 he origi- 
nation of faith, and who so makes his state- 
mentywith sueh truthfulness and e vidence,as to 
seeure the undoubting conviction oi truth in 
another's mind is the author of his faith. What 
he states, andis believed, may exert a perma- 
nent and efficicnt inAuenee on the feelingt 
and aetions, and in this sense his faith may be 
said to be a prineiple of aetion in him; but sueh 
language is tnteliigible in noother sense. Now 
Grod alone, by His Spirit, is eompetent to pre- 
sent the truth, with that force of evidence, 
whieh will begetand maintainthe confidence 
of the hearty and is there^ore properly ** the 
author and finisher of our faiih." To resist 
the cvidence of truth when He speaks is hor- 
rible guilt To believe what he says eannot 
take plaee without being measurably aiTeeted, 
and in a way eorrespondent with the nature 
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of I£s eommunieation. When the truth of 
wbat Grod says, is eordially belieyed, it will ex- 
ert a permanent and eontrolling inAuenee. 
Iq this sense the faith of the gospel may be 
denominated a prineiple but in no other. 
To strive for it, there^ore, is not to eontend 
for the dogma of seholastie Theology, that 
faith is a prineiple implanted in the soul; but 
to assert, maintain, and evince our belief of 
the reality of the things whieh Ghrist has 
affirmed. In a few words, 

6. The faith of the gospel is the iniluential 
efficient belief of the great truths and factSt 
whieh Ghrist teaehes, and whieh belief puri- 
fies the heart, reforms the Iife, and overcomes 
the world. The phrase denotes the objects 
and facts revealed by Ghrist, as they are 
rightly apprehended by our minds. It is the 
aetual believing with the heart to righteous- 
ness — ^tlie bringing of our own minds and 
bearts, and endeavouring to bring the minds 
And hearts of others, under the powerfuI and 
oontrolling inAuenee of the truth as it is in 
Jesusy for whieh we are to strive together. 
This is an object worthy of our efforts. 
Ghristians should labour to quicken and en« 
eourage eaeh other in their belief of the truth» 
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andy where Evangelical piety obtaihs, thera 
8uch eSbrts will be made, in the soeial pray- 
er meeting, the spiritual conference, the Bible 
elass, and by other means of religious in« 
struGtion and fellowship. They will also feel 
solieitous for eaeh other's improvement in 
religion, and labour, by admomtion, exhorta- 
tion, reproof, and in yarious ways to " eom- 
fort" and " edify one another**. 

Nor wiJl their eiTorts be confined to them- 
selves. They will strive to win souls to 
Ghrist, to bring the great truths of religion to 
bear on the minds of the impeniteDt, and to 
appeal to their eonseienees in personal eon- 
versation, by Sabbath sehools, by the publie 
preaehing of the word, by the eireulation of 
Traets, and in every praetieable v^ay, to in- 
Auenee their fellow men to believe th^ testi- 
mony of Jesus Ghrist I eannot adrtiit that an 
intelleetual assent to eertain doetrines in 
Theology, even though they be true, is the 
faith of the gospel. A speculative Ortho* 
doxy often prevails, where there is an utter 
destitution of the faith of the gospel. Aeeu- 
raey, skill, and great attainments in Theolo- 
gy, have . no neeessary eonneetion with the 
eordial inAuential beUef of what Ghrist sayi. 



36 EVAlfOELICAL 

in all its simplieity and e^tent, and whieh in« 
yariably leads to self denial and the praetiee 
of holiness. To hear men talk about eontend- 
ing earnestly for the faith onee deliyered to 
the saints, and living in the negleet of vari- 
ous dutiesy under the InAuenee of variou8 sinful 
passions, puSed up with spiritual pride, angry 
and vindictive in their spirit, unjust in their 
dealings, unfaithful in their intereourse with 
impenitent sinners around them and in 
rebuking their iniquities, is truly a melan* 
eholy speetaele. Sueh, men by their dis- 
putes, and bitterness, and elamour in favour 
of a speculative orthodoxy, and by their 
negleet of the praetieal duties of EvangeUcal 
piety, and of the cuItivation of a forgiving 
sel^ndenying spirit, disgraee religion, eariea* 
ture the faith of the gospel, and eontribute 
to theruinof souls. 

V. True Evangelical piety render^ a peo- 
ple who are aetuated by it, utterly fearles8 
of the opposition of their adversaries. A 
time serving or what is often ealled, a pru- 
dent, eautious spirit, never effects mueh for 
ehrist. In so saying, I am not to be under- 
stood to eensure proper delay and in^oiry» 
^here the spirit of duty is not ele^y and 
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satisfactoriIy determined. There are eir- 
eiunstanees, and oeeasionsy in whieh the 
eourse of aetion proper, ean only be aseer- 
tained by diligent observation, and a balan- 
eing of all arguments s^nd ob^eetions, but 
generally, embarrassments requiring sueh 
delay and eaution relate only to the mea- 
sures of poliey to be adopted in promoting 
great soeial interests. In all eases of 
moral reform, where the vices of the eom- 
munity are direetly and distinetly ^isible, 
and elearly eondemned by the law of God^ 
there is no ehoiee left us, nor excuse for de- 
lay in aetion. On all sueh ^uestions, we 
must take our stand at onee, against the 
world, and on the side of Ghrist He has 
told us» that the world will hate us, and per- 
seeute us, and probably destroy us — ^that 
their opposition is eertain — and therefore 
that, to aet the part of a neutral, and hesi- 
tate about avowing our prineiples, and bear- 
ing our testimony againt iniquity, till the 
world ean be eoneiliated» is high treason 
against Heaven. 

God's design in making men Ghristians is 
to revoIutionize a sinful world ; to destroy 
all iU eorrupt usages, and praetises, and to 
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publish a eondemning testimony against its. 
eonseerated, beneiieed, and honoured vices. 
We must, if true to Ghrist, pursue them eveii 
to the sanetuary, and eensure the money- 
ehangers there, whose selAshness and eupid- 
ity, will allow the temple of God lo be poUu- 
ted for ihe sake of gain. Even the lofty 
pharisees, and learned rabbis, whose eom- 
ments and glosses on the law often gild ini- 
quity, must not be feared. With Ghrist's 
law and truth on our side, we must ferret 
out ioiquity, even when it skulks behind the 
altar of God» and elothes itself in the garb of 
religion. To do so requires great eourage, 
and nothing but true Evangelical piety ean 
inspire it. 

When confident that Ghrist has eommand- 
ed it, and his honour and giory require it, 
there will be no shrinking: nor will there be 
any wrathful and malignant emotion. Love 
for the blessed Redeemer,and for the souk of 
men, will prevent all bitterness of spirit, and 
enable us to be firm, resolute, undaunted, in 
our opposition against their sins, yet tender 
and eompassionate towards their persons. 
To irritate should never be designed ; yet of- 
ten it caniK)t be avoided. The world's ha- 
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tred against Christ, will be iniiamed, by the 
ehristian who is deeided and eonsistent ; and 
none will be more ready to fan the Aame, 
than the high priests and pharisees, whose 
pretensions to reh'gion fall below the stand- 
ard of Evangelical piety. 

One eonsideration, tliat eontributes to in- 
duee, and to sustain, an intrepid spirit in him 
that is aetuated by true piety, is the confi- 
denee, he may and ought to have, of the ul- 
timate sueeess and triumph of the eause in 
whieh he is engaged, and the perdition of 
those that oppose it. The terrifying mena- 
ees of the wieked against the righteous, 
whieh are indueed by the latter's efForts at 
reform, and for the advancement of religion, 
are, to the Ghristian eye, a manifest token of 
their destruetion who make them. It is 
proof, that we are on the side of Ghrist, and 
will be approved and sustained, and saved of 
God, when the wieked hate us, and hate our 
measures, designed to benefit our fellow men. 

In the midst of all the eunning artifices of 
8elf righteous Pharisees, and the noise and 
elamour of the wieked Saddueees, yea and of 
the violence of the rabble, the Ghristian need 
not fear. The eause in whieh he is engaged 
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is the eause of 6od. Having truth and right 
on his side, it shall triumph. Mighty eom- 
binations, legislative enaetments, invading 
armies, ehains, prisons, Sre and faggot and 
deathy eanaot utterly subvert the eause of 
Ghrist. It survives the tempests of humah 
passion. It sustains the shoeks of human 
yengeanee, and although for a time, it may 
be thought the wieked have triumphed, and 
the noble edifice has been destroyed, it shall, 
like the fabled phoenii spring forth out of its 
ashes into fresh life, and Aourish when the 
men, who sought to erush iU shall have disap- 
peared and been forgotten. 

God will support his own eause. The 
prineiples of right and truth, shall in the end 
be established, and it were unbelief, baseness, 
eowardiee of the worst deseription, for those 
who are eonseious of their relianee on God, 
their entire devotion to His eause, and their 
respeet for His law, to be terrified by their 
adyersaries. Zeal and eontention, excited 
by the spirit of bigotry, may be indulged in 
idation to, the ereed of a ehureh and its see- 
tarian interests, the dogmas of theology, and 
the opinions of men ; and some may even be- 
eonie maityrs to these things, but sueh intre- 
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pidity is no token of the perdition of adver- 

saries or the ultimate saIvation of Grod. 

One eeelesiastieal organization after an- 

other, and one generation after another, aetu 

ated by the spirit of violence s^nd perseeution, 

of bigotted attaehment to forms and phrases, 

of proud and lofty prejudice, of sehism and 

seetarism, have risen up in the world, and 

been utterly destroyed : but thetrue follow- 

ers of Christ,whose strength is in themighty 

God of Jacob, who are Gtod's witnesses on 

thd earth, and testify against the erimes, and 

Tarnished eorruptions of the world, have 

never been,and never will be, utterly destroy- 

ed. Based on the eternal prineiples of right 

and truth, rallying round tbe standard of 

Ghrist, and not a seet or party, espousing His 

eause, and labouring for the subjugation of 

the world to Him, they may dismiss ihteir 

fears, and diseem, in the rage and menae'es 

of their foes, the sure token of their ultimiEk.te 

triumph, and pr everlasting confusion and 

perdition to itoeii^ adversaries. " Pear tbou 

not," says God, to a people aetuated by the 

gpirit of Evangelical piety. "I am with tbee : 

be not dismayed, for I am thy God, I will 

strengthen thee ; yea, I wiU help thee^ yea, I 

d2 
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will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness. Behold all they that were 
ineensed against thee shall be ashamed and 
confounded : they shali be as nothing, and 
they that strive with thee shali perish. Thou 
shalt seek them, «nd shali not find them, even 
them that eontended with thee: they that 
war against thee shall be as nothing, and as 
a thing of nought." Isa. xli. 10 — 12. 

The above rem£lrks have been intended, 
to prepare theway for the applieation of 
the great truths involved in the texty to the 
eireumstanees of our present interview. 
These, I trust, will be an ample apology for 
the tax imposed on your time and patienee, 
by an attempt, to improve this tender and 
solemn oeeasion, in some appropriate advice 
and exhortations, addressed to this ehureh 
and eongregation, in their coIlective eharae- 
ter, and to this audienee in their various in- 
dividual relations. 

I shall not be aeeused of vanity, if for a 
few moments, under present eireumstanees, 
I advert to the period of my life spent among 
youy and to the history of nineteen e^ent^id 
y^arsy during whieh I have had the eharge 
of your preeious souls. I eame to y'ou a 
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stripling in years, but just passed the period 
of my minority, with little experience of the 
deceitfulness of the heart, and still less*of 
the world. A few venerable sires and ma- 
troiis ean reeall the eireumstanees under 
whieh my ministry among you was eom- 
meneed. After severalyears of sad and vio- 
lent eoniliets of feeling and party eontentions» 
whieh rent asunder those who should have 
been with one mind eordially striving togeth- 
er for the faith of the gospel, it pleased the 
great Master of assemblies, to honour me as 
the oeeasion of this ehureh's beeoming united, 
and eeasing from publie altereation and strife« 
How little of the spirit of prayer prevailed, 
in what a very limited number of families 
there had been an altar ereeted to God, how 
indistinet and impereeptible in many eases, 
was the-line of demareation between the 
ehureh and the world, to what extent the 
pride oflife, the pleasures of earth, the lust 
of the eye,and the lust of the ilesh, were in- 
dulged and sought, by young and old, and how 
the vices of eard playing aud gambling in the 
publie taverns, of intemperate eating and 
drinking, of publie balls and daneings, of riots 
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and revelry among the youth, and other de- 
moralising habits, obtained an unblushingand 
aseendant inAuenee over many, — and hoM( 
the diseipline of the ehureh lay prostrate, and 
the ordinancesof Ghrist's house, both Baptism 
and the Lord's Supper, were administered 
without requiring satisfactory evidences . 
of a ehange of heart, you need not to be 
informed. 

Under these eireumstanees, to unfurl the 
standard of Ghrist, and to assert the neeessi- 
ty of that religion whieh oommenees in a 
radieal ehange of heart, and seeui^es a uni- 
form and eonsistent abstaining from every 
appearanee of evil, eould not fail to bring 
him that did it, into eollision, with those 
whose vices were reproved, g.nd whose pro- 
fession of Ghristianity was that of a mere 
theorelieal scientific conviction of its divine 
original, and not of the vital, purifying, 
humbling, and se1f denying inAuenee of their 
own personal belief, and experience of the 
reality of its great truths and facts. 

To assert and maintain the claimsof Evan- 
gelieal piety, to draw the line of demarea- 
tion between the followers of Ghrist and the 
world, to bring the truth, to bear direetly on 
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the hearts and eonseienees of the hearers, 
and make them feel that they needed, and 
were in danger of eternal damnation, without 
the regenerating graee of God, to reseue the 
ordinanees of Ghrist's house from the profane 
and poUuting toueh of those who gave no 
evidences of personal piety, to recover a 
prostrate diseipline, and to elevate the stand- 
ard of religion in the ehureh and induee its 
professors to live supremely devoted, in soul, 
$pirit, and body to Ghrist, and to shew forth 
his praise, were the great ends proposed and 
sought in my publie preaehing and private 
yisitations, among you. 

In proseeution of these ends, diiTerent mea- 
sures were adopted, sueh as the frequent eel- 
ebration of the Lord's Supper, the publie ad- 
ministration of Baptism, the formal reeogni- 
tion of other Ghristian ehurehes, and the in- 
vitation of their members to oeeasional eom- 
munion though belonging to diiTerent eeele- 
siastieal seertSi the refusal to baptise the ehil- 
drenofthosewhodidnot profess theirfaithin 
Ghrist, the organization of meetings for soeial 
prayer and ehristian fellowship, the weekly 
exposition of the seriptures, Sabbath sehools, 
and BiUe elasses, fonnal and publie covenan- 
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ting with 6od and his ehureh to lead a holy 
liiewhen admitted to sealing ordinanees, the 
introduetion of a Psaimody adapt^d to the 
ehristian dispensation and ealeulated to pro* 
mote Evangelical feelings, the cultivation 
and elieiting into exercise sueh spiritual gifls 
on the part of professors, as might be render- 
ed serviceable to the eause of Ghrist, the pat- 
ronage of benevolent inslitutions, and diflfer- 
ent means adapted to eireumstanees and 
designed to seeure the eiTusions of the Spirit 
and the revival of pure and undeGled religion. 
Oeeasionally these, and kindred measures, 
irritated the wieked, disturbed the pharisee, 
and excited prejudic6s and antipathies against 
us, and drew forth publie and private een- 
sures for innovation, the departure from the 
tradition of the elders, and disrespeet for the 
memory of the fathers who had fallen asleep. 
How often the publie prints were made the 
ehannel of seurrilous and slanderous attaek, 
and by some who had promised to sustain 
and eo-operate with us in the service of 
Ghrist, may be known to many, but will be 
obvious to all at the judgment day. 

But one great leading purpose was had in 
riew, and that was to honour Ghrist by bring- 
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ing all I eould be instruniental in inilueneing 
so to do, to eome up to the Bible standard of 
piety. At every step, as this purpose was 
proseeuted, and attempts were made to ele- 
vate the tone of piety in the ehureh', I had to 
eneounter opposition, in a greater or less de- 
gree from some. Personal friends beeame 
enemies, and those whom I onee aeeounted 
leaders, deserted and turned against me, so 
that I understand the experience whieh Paul 
related to Timothy " This thou knowest, that 
all they whieh are in Asia be turned away 
from me; of whom are Phygellus and 
Hermogenes." 2 Tim. vi. 16. 

It were unpardonable vanity in any man to 
say, that in the eommeneement of his life, he 
had the knowledge and wisdom,or understood, 
as well, the mode of aeeomplishing his designs, 
as he had and did,after some years experience. 
For any one so to assert, is to proelaim his 
own disgraee, and to confess his want of ob- 
se rvation and diligenee in the proseeution of 
the business of his Iife. Purnished with the 
mere seienee of the sehools, and theTheoIogy 
acquired within the hall pf a Seminary for 
ministerial edueation, and with no experi- 
encederived from aetual personal observa- 
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tion of the inHuenee and eiTeet of truth upon 
the minds and hearts of men, and often per^ 
plexed in my own apprehension of spiritual 
things, as I was at the e.ommeneement of my 
ministerial labours, it would be altogether 
sinful atTeetation in me to refuse to aeknow- 
ledge that " days should speak and inereas- 
ing years should teaeh wisdom." Job xxxii, 7. 

In the progress of mylabours among you, 
I am freeto confe8s, that early prejudices 
have been laid aside, diiTerent views on sev- 
eral praetieal subjects have been adopted, 
and a very great ehange experienced, in re- 
lation to that mode of presenting the truths 
and facts of the seriptures, whieh appears, 
best ealeulated, under God, to seeure the 
conversion of sinners, and the advancement 
of E vangelical piety in the ehureh. 

The Antinomian tendeney of eertain meta- 
physieal and philosophieal explanations of 
the doetrines of graee, and whieh I am far 
from believing is seen or suspeeted by some 
who advocate them, but whieh neeessarily 
grows out of the very language and illustra- 
tions and teehnies employed, has been eon- 
vincingly but painfully, demonstrated to me, 
as, in the good and graeious providence of 
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God, I have been fumished with sueh ample 
opperrtunities for observation and investiga«- 
tion, bjrhaving been broughtin elose eontaet 
with hundreds of ditTerent minds, in diiTerent 
degrees of cultivation, by personal converse 
in the inquiry room, about the state of 
their souls, during several extensive and 
powerful revivals of religion. 

Its deleterious efrects,both upon the impeni-' 
tent, and the professing ehristian, were wit- 
nessed with pain and anguish, but I now 
bless God, that by mueh careful observation, 
and study, of the workings of the human 
mind, when manifestly under the leadings of 
the Spirit of God, and of the manner in whieh 
the great truths and facts of Seripture have 
been apprehended by eommon sense, and 
not aeeording to the suggestions and light of 
a false philosophy, I have long sinee repudia- 
ted a mode of explaining the doetrines of 
graee, whieh embarrassed my own mind, 
hampered me in making the freeand unlimited 
oflfer of the gospel, and prevented me from so 
pressing the eonseienee as to make the sin- 
ner feelthat God was in the right, and h^ 

was wrong, ^that his sin was his erime 

rather than his misfortune» — and that to eoa- 
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tinue unregenerate a single hour or momentr 
was to resist the Spirit of God, and prose- 
eute a rebellion that rendered him deservin^ 
of the deep damnation of Hell. 

The oppositioa and trials, the griefs, and 

burdens of my heart for years together, to. 

whieh this has subjected me, are known ia 

some measure to you. But I had rather 

sustain them all again, and eneounter tenfold 

more, than not to have been led into those 

views of the gospel of the graee of God^ 

whieh have filled my own heart with over- 

whelming delight, — ?which operate as an in- 

eessant spur to activity in the service of Grod, 

— whieh goad and distraet the indolent pro- 

fessor, — whieh eut men ofrfrom every ex- 

euse or apology for their sins, — ^whieh tear 

away the hopes of the hypoerite and self de- 

ceived, — ^whieh promote revivals of religioa 

and facilitate the attainment of a lofty piety, 

-^whieh prove mighty, in the hand of the 

Spirit, to the conviction and conversion of 

sinners, — ^whieh exalt and ennoble the eharae- 

ter of God and His government, — and whieh 

have been so signally owned and blessed of 

Him, fof the salvation of sools. 

In addresnng you, my beloved b^er^. 



who have felt the power of these truths in 
your own experience, and whose hearts 
have waked up to inereased and ardent pray- 
fulness and efFort for your own advancenient 
in personal piety, and for the conversion of 
sinners, I feei very confident, that I shall ob- 
tain your interested and aiTeetionate atten- 
tion, on this oeeasion, while I urge on.yoii 
as a ehureh, the solemn responsibility resting 
on you to maintain an elevated standard of 
piety among youj and to press, individually, 
forward after its loftiest attainments. I trust 
you have been brought to see and feel that 
there is nothing, in thiy world, worth living 
for, but to honour and exalt the blessed Re- 
deemer, by a walk and conversation beeom- 
ing the gospel, and unitedly striving togeth- 
er for the faith of the gospel, to be seen in 
its power in your own minds, and in its re- 
forming and subduing inAuenee on the world 
around you. Mueh is to be done by you^ 
and but a Uttle season remains in whieh to 
do it. 

I east my eyes around this audienee, and 
behold a few, but very few of those with 
whom I first eommemorated the dying love 
of lesus ehrist, nearly uineteen yeaw «snra* 
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Of the 155 members who then formed the 
members of thls ehm'eh, 75 are dead, others 
are removed, and gone, and but 29 remaih. 
In less than nineteen years more, where will 
the balanee be? Etemity shall answer 
where for most. And even among those, 
who, sinee that time, have been gathered into 
the f6ld of ehrist, how great has been the 
ehange. Of 918 received into the eommunion 
of this ehureh during my ministry in this 
plaee, 94 are known to have died, many oth- 
ers have removed, and been dismissed, leav- 
ing at this time, 464 members of the ehureh. 
Of most, it is my blessed privilege to think 
with delight, and say with Paul " as also you 
have aeknowledged us in part, that we are 
your rejoicing, even so ye also are ours in 
the day of the Lord lesus.*' 2 Cor. i. 14. 

Some have given us pain, and do yet eause 
us grief, from whom we eould part with 
greater ease, did they "building up them- 
selves on their most holy faith and praying in 
the Holy Ghost, keep themselves in the love 
of Grod," and were now eoniidently " look- 
ing for the mierey of God, through our Lord 
Jesus Ghrist unto etemal li^e." Jude 22, 23. 

J sbudder lest by any means there may be 
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one, who has reeeived the graee of God in 
Tain, and feel somewhat as did Paul, when 
She said " Would to God ye would bear with 
me a little in my folly : and indeed bear with 
me. For I am jealous over you with godly 
jealousy: for I have espoused you to one 
husband, that I may present you as a ehaste 
virgin to Ghrist But I fear, least by any 
means, as the serpent beguiled £ve through 
liis subtility, so your minds should be eor- 
Tupted from the simplieity that is in Ghrist." 
12 Cor. xi. 1--3. 

Allow me then to press you, one and all, 
^ho name the name of Jesus, to aim at, and 
labour after, the highest attainments in £van- 
.gelieal piety. As a ehureh you ar e like " a 
<5ity set on a hill, whieh eannot be hid.'* The 
light of your example will shine, and be felt 
around, whatever that may be. Reproaeh 
has already fallen on you, — some for Ghrist's 
:sake, and mueh for my sake. Many wili 
look and wait for your halting. The glorious 
•displays of the Spirit of God, in the midst of 
you, have been pronouneed the ebullitions o( 
enthusiasm, and even someof the ministry of 
our own beloved ehureh, have spoken against 
the seenes whieh have melted your heaxt&> 
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and ealled them delusive— mere animal ex- 
eitement 

In the present agitation of the publie mind, 
and unhallowed controveisies about the evils 
and reality of revivals, many will enquire 
whatis your eondition. Ifthe standard of 
piety should deeline among you, and the spir- 
it of faith and prayer, of holy and devoted 
living, and of self-consecrating and self-deny- 
ing adherenee to Ghrist and practiceof Chris- 
tian duty, should deeay among you, the wiek- 
ed will rejoice and say " aha, so would we 
have it," — ^the eause of Ghrist would be injur- 
ed, and the dear blessed Spirit of God, griev- 
ed, and insulted by you, will take His Aight. 
How important, therefore, is it that e very one . 
of you remain, ^' steadfast, immoveable, al- 
ways abounding in the work of the Lord." 

This eannot be done without maintaining 
an elevated tone of piety. It is essential that 
your religion should eome up to the Bible 
standard. Let the gospel of Ghrist assume 
entire and paramount eontrol over your eon- 
duet Evince and maintain the firmness and 
deeision, whieb Evangelical piety produees. 
Let ao eonsiderations or eireumstanees what^ 
ever, destroy that unity pf spirit, whieh now 
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happily obtains among you. Strive together, 
with resolute and invincible purpose, for 
the faith of the gospel, disdaining all disputes 
about theologieal questions thatgender stri^e, 
and evincing, that the living, praetieal, inilu- 
ential, energetie belief of what Ghrist says, 
exerts more power over you than the dog- 
mas of theologians, the interests of party, 
the peeuliarities of sehools, the speculative 
ereed of your ehureh, and the antinomian 
presumption, whieh m^ny mistake for faith, 
whiie they have not that hope whieh makes 
its possessor " purify himself even as God is 
pure.'* And in the proseeution of the great 
interests of religion, see that you remain fear- 
less and undaunted, forgiving, yet unbending 
and intrepidin the service of Ghrist, notwith- 
standing you should suffer from your adver- 
saries even to the injury of your name, and 
the spoiling of your goods. In doing so, al- 
low me to notiee some things, whieh will 
merit your espeeial attention. 

l. Be sur6 that your religion is that of prin- 
eiple— deep rooted,settled, invincible prineiple. 
It is not the ilash of feeling, not the ephemeral 
excitement, not the pleasurable indulgenee of 
the soeial sympathies, not the ^tOT'^es^ ^ 
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party zeal, not the pride of wealth, or of seet, 
or of inAuenee, or of numbers, thatis to fur- 
nish the stimulus to effort; but the all eon. 
straining love of Jesus Ghrist, and of His holy 
and righteous government 

Honesty, integrity, liberality, and the ab- 
senee of covetous and avaricious feeling8 
and desires, — the proseeution of your tempo- 
ral interests on prineiples of £vangelical 
morality, and not on the false and pernieious 
maxims of the world, are essential to the 
eommendation of your religion. Let it nev- 
er be said, to the reproaeh of this ehureh» 
that any of its members break their word, 
yiolate their engagements, defraud their 
neighbour, play trieks in trade, praetiee ex- 
tortion, oppress the poor, receive the wages 
of iniquity, and disregard the dietates of 
Evangelical eharity, if they ean retreatand 
find proteelion under cover of the law. 
" Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are Iove]y, whatsoever things are of 
good report, if there be any virtue, and if 
there be any praise think on these things." 
Phil iv 8. 
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2. Maintain an intelligent, eonsistent^ effi- 
eient and devoted attaehment to revivals of 
religion. They are the ehoiee blessings of 
Heaven to the ehureh, — ^the rieh and gra- 
eious developements of the grand Evangeli- 
eal promise of the Spirit, and essential to the 
promotion of a lofty piety, and lo the intro- 
ductionofthe millenial glory. Without re- 
vivals of religion, wide spread and powerfuI, 
frequent and of long and perpetual eontinu- 
anee, the powers of iniquity will gather 
strength, the Aoods of ungodly men will in- 
erease, the purity and glory of the ehureh 
will be sullied and lost, our va1uable civil and 
politieal institutions and the very liberty of 
our eountry itself will be jeoparded, eorrup- 
tion will overspread the face of soeiety, our 
youth will grow up in sin and ripen for de- 
struetion, and hundreds and thousands of 
preeious souls, will utterly and eternally be 
lost. 

You have learned their value, and felt their 
power. You have seen the stately steppings 
of the Lord in your sanetuary, and ean 
point to many successful labourers in the 
▼ineyard of Ghrist ,converted among you, 
and brought, in answer to your prayers, 
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from the ranks of rebellion, and enlisted un- 
der the banners of the Gaptain of salvation. 
You have seen the profane swearer beeome 
the devout worshipper of God, — the filthy 
leeherous ereature '* washed, and sanctified, 
and justified, in the name of ihe Lord Jesus 
andby the Spiritofour God," 1 Cor. vi, 11, 
the tender youth devote his budding years 
to the service of Ghrist, and the hoary head, 
that had been bleaehed in the blasts of temp- 
tation, bow down with reverence and delight 
at thQ altar of our God. You have seen the 
lion converted into a lamb, the ehurl beeome 
liberat, and the sons of Belial made the sons 
of God. 

With sueh sights and seenes in your re- 
eolleetion, it would be iniquity pf the fouIest 
kind to undervalue, and eease to labour for 
the promotion of, revivals of religion. Hea- 
▼y, heavy will be the woe that shall fall on 
this ehureh, if ever it beeomes prudish, and 
skept^eal, and indiSerent, on the subject of the 
blessed eSTusions of the Spirit of God. I 
eharge you, as you would not have lehabod 
engraven on these walls, and the glory of 
God to depart from this sanetuary, that you 
beware how you lose your interest and eon- 
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fidence in revivals of religion. Heed not the 
noise and strife abroad in the ehureh, on thig 
subject. If others will hunt after ** the eyils 
of revivals," and prale about these things till 
they make the righteous weep, and the wiek- 
ed laugh, do you lurn away from them, and 
seek the blessings of revivals, tlieir presenee 
and power. 

To this end, be careful to cuhivate th® 
spirit of prayer. Study, and learn ffom 
your own experience, the efficacy of the 
prayer of faith. Be "filled with the Spirit,'* 

and live eontinually in aeeordanee with His 
inAuenee and leadings. Disdain the strifes 
indulged in with regard to new measures. 
Reject not a measure, whieh God blesses, 
beeause it is new : nor adhere to one, whieh 
is unattended with good, beeause it is 'old. 
When eireumstanees justify and eall for it, 
summon the holy convocation, and prevail 
on brethern in the ministry to protraet their 
labours among you, while the Spirit of God 
is poured out, and siimers may be converted. 
Take no part in measures that gender strife, 
and tend to sehism, but whatever measures, 
God in his providence suggests, and his Spir- 
it owns, for the conversion of sinners, and 
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the revival of religion, let them meet your 
hearty approbalion. Inquire of the Lord, 
and regard His opinion, in preference of that 
of titled divines,and dignitaries in the ehureh, 
who have never laboured in revivals. On 
this 8ubject be deeided. I speak openly and 
fearlessly. Labour zealously, and efficient- 
ly; and let nothing deter you from endea- 
youring always to have the Spirit of Gkxi in 
the midst of you. Ifthe world laugh, let 
them laugh: if Priests and Pharisees wag 
the head, heed them not, but be willing to be 
known, and ealled, a revival churgh, — a 
ehureh who feels it to be her duty, and privi- 
lege, to labour for, and enjoy, revivals of re- 
ligion. 

3. Take fair and strong ground on the 
subject of Temperanee. I trust the day is 
not distant, when you will refuse to retain 
in your eommunion, any who will use and 
vend Aleoholie *Iiquors. Let not a single 
member of this ehureh withhold his or her 
name from the Temperanee pledge. The 
eause of Temperanee is the eause of God, 
and the ehurehes owe it to Him that has re- 
deemed them, and to a guilty dying world» 
to set a bright and elear example of temper» 



PtETY. 61 

anee. They are bouiul to go iurther ia this 
eause than the world» and where, aAer all 
that has been said and done for the advance- 
ment of the Temperanee Re^ormationy min- 
isters and ehurehes do not take strong 
ground, and bear their loud and full testimo- 
ny againstintemperanee, and set a eonsistent 
example of totai abstinenee from intoxica- 
ting Iiquors it is a burning shame and a ery" 
ing sin. We eannot.think that sueh minis- 
ters and ehurehes ean ever be blessed with 
revivals of religion. They stand in the way 
of the Spirit of Grod, and are doing mueh to 
people the realms of everlasting woe, and 
iill the earth with the tears, and eries, and 
lamentations of the hundreds and thousands 
of wretehed orphans and widows, rendered 
sueh by the intemperanee prevailing. 

On this subject I speak with deep interest 
It is indeed a matter of gratulation to know 
that you number but one among you, and 
he removed without your bounds, who vends 
ardent spirits ; but the Temperanee 'Reforma- 
tion has by no means gone to its proper ex- 
tent Th^re remains yet stronger ground to 
be taken, to arrest the mareh of death. Till 
Aleoholie and fermented wines are excluded 

F 
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from your lables and your houses, — till it is 
seen and felt to be as disreputable, and re- 
mote from temperanee, to make use of themt 
as it is in relation to ardent spirit, this im- 
portant Reformation wiil drag heayily. 

We owe it to the eause of Ghrist, and to 
the perishing slaves df appetite, to set an ex- 
ample of self denial here, that will give us 
yantage ground, in our attemps to prevent 
Intemperanee. Your example is already 
felt, and if all the members of this ehureh 
wili stand fast in one spirit, and with one 
mind strive together, to diseountenanee in- 
temperanee, in every praetieable way, you 
will see a still greater number of taveni8 
elosed, and retail stores diseard the deadly 
poison. As you wish well to the eause of 
revivals, as you long and pray for the purity 
of the ehureh, as you would not eonsent to 
the annual immolation of 50,000 wretehed 
drunkards, be prompt and energetie, be 
eonsistent, and zeaIous, in maintaining tdtal 
ahsiinetiee from all intoxicaiing liguors, 

4. Set an example of eatholie liberality in 
religipn. There is a liberality whieh is the 
result of indifference, and whieh is utterly 
ineonsistent with a firm and iaithiul adhe- 
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renee to Christ. But there is another iiberali- 
ty, wbieh springs from tbe love of Cbri»t. 
Wberever His image is diseernedy there 
will your afFections be drawn fortb. Tbe 
dear friends and followers of Christ are not 
eoniined to any partieular Evangelical seet, 
but may be found in all. Wbatever may be 
tbougbt of tbe advantage and lawfulness of 
separate eeelesiastieal organizations, it eer- 
tainly is a disgraee to religion, and a stum- 
bling bloek to tbe world, to see different seets 
all ranging tbemselves under tbeir several 
seetarian banners, and proseeuting tbeir see- 
tarian interests in tbe spirit of excIusion, and 
enviously and jealously refusing friendly co- 
operation with Cbristians of otber denomina- 
tions» Long may the spirit of seetarism be 
excluded from tbe Presbyterian ebureh in 
tbese United States ! Tbe Lord defeat tbeir 
eounsels and plans, wbo would substitute tbe 
spirit of exclusion and inordinale attaebment 
to our eeelesiastieal institutions, for tbat 
eatbolieism, wbieb will seeure a liberal pat- 
ronage for, and eordial eo-operation witb, 
tbe great national and voluntary assoeiations $ 
originated in tbe spirit of ebristian benevo- 
leuee. 



'fh^ ^^t of seetarism is the spirit of 
aciU9iiK We are bound to loye Ghrisl's peo- 
^e wherever we meet them, and to strive 
together for the faith of the gospel. It is not 
itt reference to separate ehurehes, or distinet 
eeelesiastieal assoeiations, that we are requir- 
ed to stand fast in one spirit. The eom- 
mand sweeps over the whole Ghristian eom- 
munity, and till there is a truee in this party 
strife and seetarian zeal and eSbrt, till there 
is a eoming together, and eo-operating, on 
the greaty broad, and obvious prineiples of the 

gOSpely for THE C0NVBRSI0W OP THE WORLD, 

the world will want the grand convincing 
proof of the divinity of the Saviour's mission, 
for whieh He prayed. John xvii. 22, 23. 

This ean be done, without disturbing, or 
ddBtroying, the separate organizations of pro- 
testant ehurehes. Let the ehurehes diseard 
the spirit of rivalry, the envious proselyting 
spirit, whieh makes them proseeute their 
aeparate seetarian interests as first and supe- 
rior to the general interests, of the eause 
of Ghrist, and of a dying world ; — let them 
meet oeeasionaliy in general conventions for 
the purpose of devising ways and means, 
and etSeiently eo-operating, for the c6nver- 
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sion of the world ; — let them beepme mpre 
interested in the great qi|^$tio^9 pf vf^or^\ rer 
form, and aim more distinetly at the subjuga- 
tion of the world to Ghrist ; — ^let them eease 
from exalting and magnifying minor differ« 
eneesy and ooneede to eaeh other Uberty of 
opmion, in matters whieh are not essential» 
not obviously revealed in the seriptures, and 
whoUy prudentia) pr pbilosophieal ; — Iejt 
Ghrist, and not ehureh^ or party, be the watd^ 
word, and the rallying point, and we shaU 
soon see some sublime speeimens of a unity 
of spirit, and a 8triving together for the faith 
of the gospel, wbieh shall make the power? 
of hell to tremble. 

With sueh yiews and expec.tatiotts the^eir 
fore, embark iearleaisly and heartily in all the 
great projects of benevolence, whieh Ipok fpr- 
werd tow^rds the conversion of the wprtd* 
Throw in your patrouage, in aid of the vol- 
witary assoeiation? whieh bring Ghristians of 
diSerent denomi;iations into elose eontaet. 
Let the eause of Qibl09 and Missions, and 
£ducation, andSunday sehools, &c., receive 
their proper share of your regard. Espeeially 
let the missionary eause lie near your hearts. 
Let it share largely in your prayers and pat- 
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ronage. Eisteem the monthly eoneert of pray- 
er, and be yoarselves determined, as God 
shall give you opportunity, to aet the part of 
missionaries wherever you go, warning and 
eounselling and intreating impenitent sinners, 
and striving, by plam and faithlu1 personal 
converse, and earnest prayer on their behalf, 
to bring them to repentanee. Orerlook the 
narrow bounds of seet^ break through the 
prejudices and trammelsof party, and where 
ever you meet a sinner, be ready to tell him 
of Ghrist, and the great saIvation ; or a Ohris- 
tian brother, extend to him the hand of 
Ghristian affection and feIIowship; Never 
eountenanee by your exam{^e or spirit the 
sin of sehism. 

5. Take right ground on the 8ubject of 
slavery. The ehurehes in this eountry ean- 
not long refuse to aet in relation to this matter, 
without ineurring guilt. It is beeoming daily 
more and more manifest that no man ean be 
a ehristian, and retain his feIlow man in in- 
voIuntary servitude any longer than he ean 
'^dopt eiiieient means to restore to him his 
liberty. The bodies and souls of men are 
Qnlawful merehandise. God never gave 
man a right to enslave his feIIow. 
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The eries of the needy and oppressed, will 
reaeh theears ofthe Lord of Sabaoth, and 
the oppressor shall not eseape the rod of his 
dispieasure. In this, as well as other matters 
when men yiolate the laws of Heaven, Ghris- 
tians must be witnesses for Ghrist Under the 
sin and eurse of slavery our eountry groans, 
and never have we any reason to expect it 
will be remedied, till th^ ehureh repents and 
abjures aU pirtieipation in the matter. If 
ministers, and elders and professing Ghristians 
will not set the esample, and bear testimony 
for Ghrist, against the eupidity, injustice, and 
oppression, whieh have been woven into laws 
and wrought into a system that are now 
making the name of a citizen of the United 
States that heretofore and yet high and hon« 
orable title, beeome odious abroad, there will 
be no attempt at reformation made by the 
impenitent around. 

It is by the ehureh, God seeks to reform 
the world: and to the guilt and shame of^a 
ehristian eommunity, it will be hereafter said, 
that to the vices of two million of degraded 
heathen, in the midst of them, eursed, and 
damned without number by i^the violence 
and poUutiony the fraud and oppression and 
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avarice of a free populatioiiy did they 
turn a deaf ear and a eallous beart For 
the ioiguity of sueh covetousness God is 
wrothy and will smite. Already has he smit- 
ten. ^'I have hid me saith God and was 
wroth but they went on frowardly in the way 
of their beart" Isa. lvii. 17. Woe lo 
tbem tbat deeree unrighteous deerees, and 
tbat write grievousness whieh they have pre* 
seribed; to turn aside the needy from judg- 
menty and to take away the right from tbe 
popr of my people, that widows may be their 
prey, and that they may rob the fatherles8 1 
Isa. X. I9 2. The Heavens eannot long re* 
main serene. The Uaek eloud of divine 
fury» is already skirting the bori^ony and oc- 
easionally the distant thunder is heard» and 
the lightning gleanut aeross tbe sky» to give 
notiee of epming judgment. If men will not 
hear and lay it to heart : if they will not karn 
from the Word of God» and attend to the 
voice of His providence ; if they will not fear, 
and repent, and annul tbe unrigbteous and 
eroel laws they bave deereed, the sigbs and 
groans of a wretehed and afflicted people» 
will be heard in Heaven. Tbe sympathies 
of the world aie begining to be moved on 
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their behalf, and if those who praetise oppres- 
mon^ and support s1avery by their approba- 
tion, esampley indulgenee o( prejudice, and 
laws, will not be moved to emaneipate their 
slayesy God will take this thing, ere long, into 
his own hand, and as He has said will 
** wateh to bring evil on the oppressor." 

It is true that the subject of emaneipation 
is eneumbered with difficulties, and that ma* 
ny well disposed and excellent men, have 
their fears about it, but none, nor all the evils 
ineident to the immediate abandonment of 
the trs^e in human flesh, and the relinquish<- 
ment of all right, on the part of man, to the 
person of his feIlow man, ean be eomparable 
with those,which will, and must,very shortly 
eventuate, if oppression does not eease. 

Neither do the fears expressed, receive 
any eountenanee fr6m the history of emanei- 
pation. In many instanees, the evils are 
imaginary, and the difBculties yanish, when 
onee the mind yields to the elaim of Ghrist, 
and the heart is moved with sympathy for 
the distressed. It is eompetent for the States» 
in their separate sovereignty, to remedy 
this evil, and it would be an impeaehment of 
talent and worth, altogether unpardonable to 
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after the great Gaptain of salvatioii, who de- 
signs the eonguest of the world. 

But enough of these general topies, design- 
ed to promote your efficient soeial inAuenee 
as a ehureh. A few words to.several elasse» 
of my hearers and I have done« 

1. To professors of religion. I have en- 
deavoured jto aid you, in your examination 
of yourseIves, and, when iirst you professed 
yourseif to be on the Lord's side, and sinee, 
liave sought to exhibit to you, fully and elear- 
ly from the seripturesy what it is tobe a 
Ghristian. To the word of God I have ever 
gone for the evidences of true piety, and o& 
bave been eonstrained, as I believed that 
Word, to tear away the hopes that were de- 
stroying the soul* I have pressed the claim9 
of Jesus Ghrist upon you, for your entire 
heartSy and poured eontempt on every pre- 
tenee to religion, that did not eommenee with, 
and was not sustained by^ an uni:eserved 
and eordial and fu11 surrender of yourselves 
and all you have and are to God. By some 
I have been ealled denuueiaiory^ and aeeused 
of harshness ; but God knows that it has not 
been, tl^e feelings of my heart, but the harsh^ 
ness of the surgeon, who probed the wouqd 
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in order to effect a eare. My anxieties, and 
griefs, and yeamings of heart, and anguish» 
when ealied on to inflict pain on others, and 
bear testimony against their sinful ways. and 
hopesy and self Aattery, haye indeed been stu- 
diously eoneealed from them, but are known 
to the great Seareher of hearts. I eould not» 
dared not, take part with the rebel, or self 
righteous pharisee, and self deeeiyed hypo- 
erite, against God. 

Hereafter I am to haye no eharge of your 
souls, and perhaps no opportunity to probe 
your eonseienees. I beseeeh you, beware 
how you eyer take comfort, while you are 
not distinetly eonsdous^ that it is your su- 
preipe purpose, the ehoiee of your heart, and 
your daily endeayour, to liye whollV for God> 
and to * abstain from all appearanee of eyil.' 
May the great Head of the ehureh, send you 
a pastor of deeper experience, of more ex- 
tensiye knowledge of the heart, and ofgreat- 
er faithfulness, who will seareh your hearts, 
and try your ways, that, if any of you haye 
held fast to deeeit, under my ministry, you 
may eseape from your delusion bef ore it be 
etemally too late. I long to hear that you 
will maintain an eleyated tone of piety among 
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you, and ever be " prompt to every good 
word and worL^ I sustain to most of you a 
very tender relation, and feel for you tbe so- 
lieitude of a parent. For, ^ although ye may 
faave 10,000 instruetors in Ghrist yet have 
ye not many fathers, for in Ghrist Jesus, I 
have begotten you through the gospeL" May 
" the very God of peaee sanctify you whoUy, 
and I pray God your whole spirit, and soul, 
and body, be preserved blameless unto the 
eoming of our Lord Jesus Ghrist." 1 Thes. 
V. 23. 

2. I turn to a few who eause me grief at 
present, I mean baek-sliders, who have de- 
elined trom the Iove and ways of God» I 
know not that there is one among you, who 
ought to be excluded from the eommunion of 
the ehureh, and feel thankful, that there have 
been no gross out-breakings among you, al- 
though there have been seenes transaeted, 
in the midst of you, and stumbling bloeks 
thrown in your way, by some in whom you 
onee eoniided, well ealeulated to ruih the 
souls of men. I have often wondered that 
the eases of defection were so few, and felt it 
to be a partieular eause for gratitude, that 
notwithstanding the noiBe and 8trife around. 
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the impeaehment of my motives, and the de- 
traetioD of my eharaeter, on thepart of those 
whose standing in soeiety entitled them to 
respeety and who possessed the confidence of 
a large portion of the reh'gious eommunity, 
I have not been ealled to weep over those 
who haye utterly apostatised, and turned 
again to work iniquity with greediness. 

But I know there are some among you, 
whoy at this time, are far from God, — ^wan- 
dering like lost sheep in the wildemess. You 
know how I have eounselled, and warned, 
and prayed with you, and wept over you, 
and how my hopes in relation to you, have 
been again and again dashed, and now I am 
ealled to Ieave you yet baeksliding, — ^yet re- 
itising to retum to 6od with all your heart ! 
leharge you to beware, thatyoudo notut- 
terly slide away from God. Another step 
— another day's delay, and you may sink in 
the mire of pollution — ^the strong blasts of 
temptation may overthrow you, and you may 
bring a reproaeh on yourselves and on the 
eause of God " For if atter you have es- 
eaped from the eorruptions in the world 
through the knowlege of our Lord and 
Saviour lesus ehrist, you be again entangled 
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therein, and overcome, your latter end will 
be worse than the beginning : for it will hap- 
pen to you aeeording to the true proyerb, thie 
dog has retumed to his vomit again ; and the 
80W that was washed to her wallowing in the 
mire." 2 Pet ii. 20, 22. 

8. From you I pass to the impenitent, who 
have never yet professed to submit t^ Ghristy 
nor felt the Iove of God. It is true you eon- 
stitute but a small portion of my ordinary 
hearers. Grod has had merey on this eon- 
gregation, and on me also, in making so ma- 
ny turn from the error of their way. But 
here and there I discover a hoary head, or 
blooming eheek, or eare wom yisage, whieh 
mark those that yet are ** aliens from the 
eommonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the 
covenants of promise." 

1. My aged friends ! nearly 20 years have 
I eome to you testifying of your guilt and 
danger, and warning you to Aee from the 
wrath to eome, and still you linger among 
those whose hearts are in the world, and Uve 
estranged from God. No altar for God has 
yet been reared in your house : nor does the 
blessed Jf|us reign in your hearts. I have 
aeenyon bb the brink of the grave, and pray- 
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ed by some of your bed sides, and witnessed 

the seenes of grief, that death had eaused 

around you, and filled you with bitter lamen- 

tation, and still you withhold your hearts from 

Grod! Oh what a load of guilt are you bear- 

ing with you into etemity ! Shall it ever be 

thrown off? I beseeeh you take the alarm. 

God. is this day speaking to you by a new 

means. It may be the last that He will try. 

His Spirit grieyed, andhis Sonre^eeted, to 

day, may seeure eternal destruetion to you. 

Oh then, " to-day if ye will hear his voice, 

harden not your hearts." 

2. And you that are immersed in the earea 

and buinness of Iife, with your iamilies grow- 

ing about you, and toiling for the wealth of 

this world, how vain are all youreSbrts after 

bliss, while you make not the eyerlasting God 

your portion! Some of you are aware that 

Grod has elaims upon you: you are anxious 

your ehildren shoidd beeome his servants, but 

you feel that the riehes and honours of the 

world absorb your attention and attraet your 

regard. To serve Grod and mammon too, 

your own minds and eonseienees testiiy to be 

ineompatible. One or the other you know 

must be renouneed, as the ob]ect of supreme 

q2 
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pursuit ; and while the world engages and 
has your hearts, you refuse to deeide for 
God. You yield to the eontroul of earth» 
and push far oS from you the thoughts of 
repentanee. The same dilatoriness andinde- 
eision in your worldly business, you know 
would ruin you, and they will as eertainly 
ruin your immortal souls, if you do not re- 
pent and amend your ways. Grod has been 
showing by His providence in this plaee, the 
utter folly and absurdity of those who '^ make 
haste to be rieh.' - He ean eurse men's blesg- 
ingSy and make the prosperity of foold to 
minister to their destruetion. 

One after another may rise in great power 
and Aourish and spread his branehes ** like 
the green bay-tree," but if the everlasting Grod 
be not his portion» ere long you shall look 
for them but they will not be found. Twen- 
ty years to eome, wiU tell of as many and as 
great ehanges as the twehty years that haye 
last been numbered with those beyond the 
Aood. ** The wieked shall perisht and the 
enemies of the Lord shall be as the fat of 
lambs : they shall eonsume ; into smoke ahall 
they eonsume away." Psl. xxxvii, 20. Oh 
it will be a sad» sad parting you wili have one 
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day to undergo! God ealls upon you now to 
party with all your ambitious, and covetousy 
and vain glorious sehemes to enrieh and ex- 
alt yourselve8, and to give your hearts to 
Him. lf you refuse a little longer, He will turn 
hi8 handy and despoil you of your gains, or he 
will send the grim messenger of death to tear 
you away from all your heart holds dear iii 
this world. If, in the proseeution of your 
wordly gains, you lose sight of God, and 
stifle the voice of eonseienee ; if you make 
inereasing gold, your trust, and for its attain- 
ments saeriiiee prineiple, the Lord ** will east 
away your substanee." " Though hand 
)oia in hand the wieked shall not be unpun- 
ished." Prov. vi. 2. " Treasures of wieked- 
ness proSt nothing." "The eurse of th© 
Lord is in the house of the wieked." " The 
ways of every one that is greedy of gain 
taketh away the Iife of the owners there- 
of." "Wealth gottenby vanity shall be di- 
minished." Prov. xiiL IL It is a desper- 
ate warfare you are waging against God* 
The Lord will have you in derision. " He 
Will destroy the house of the proud» but he 
will estabtish the border of the widow." 

•* Your inheritanee may be hastily gotten at 

o3 
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the beginning but tbe end will not be blessed.** 

Prov. XX. 21. " The getting of treasures by 

a lying tongue is a vanity tossed to and fro 

of them that seek death." Prov. xxi. 6. 

Tliese thingsyou have been often told, 

but if you will not believe, and lay them to 

heart, you will find them true when it is too 

late to remedy the evil you are bringing on 

your own souls, and on those of your fami- 

lies.'* "He that oppresseth the poorto in- 

erease his riehes, and he that giveth f o the 

rieh shall surely eome to want" Prov. xxii» 

16. " Wilt thou then set tbine eyes on that 

whieh is not? for riehes eertainly make them- 

selve8 wings ; they fly away as an eagle tow- 

ard heaven.** Prov. xxiii. 5. No longer 

pursue the airy phantom. "Seek ye"first the 

kingdom of God and his righteousness and 

then all these things shall be added unto you.'' 
Mat vi. 33. 

3. My dear young friends I turn to you 

with peeuliar interest. I rejoice that some 

of you have eonseerated the dew of your 

youth to God. Live only for Him, and de- 

termine to do all the good you ean in the 

world. Hereafter, should our Iives be spar- 

ed, I hope to hear of your waxing valiant 
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ia the faith, and eontriboting your efficient 
elTorts for the honour and glory of our bless- 
ed Jesus, — and when my head is laid in 
the grave, may you riBe to greater usefuhies» 
and ardour in the service of our God! 

But some of you are old in guilt, though 
young in years. My dear ehildren and be- 
loved youth, how often has the Spirit 3triven 
with you, and oonseienee reproaehed» and 
Grod ealled, and Jesus plead with you, and 
yet you have refused to repent and forsake 
your sius ? How often have I seen the tear 
start to your eyes, and triekle down your 
eheeks, when I have talked to you about 
ehrist and your soul's salvation ! How often 
have some of you eome to the inquiry room, 
and asked what you should do to be saved, 
and yet when told have refused to meet the 
elaims of Christl You have brushed away 
the falling tear, you have braeed your young 
hearts against the Spirit of God, and oh you 
have treasured up for yourseIves, already, 
reeolleotions, whieh, it you do not repent, will 
harrow up your souls in Hell. When I am 
gone you will think of all your foolish speeeh- 
es, and your hard sayings, and your evil 
ways, and of what has been told you from 
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time io time, and how you have despised the 
ealls of God. Oh I fear lest of some of you 
it may be said, ** and thou shalt mourn at last 
when thy flesh and thy body shall be eon- 
sumed in the grave and say how have I 
hated instruetion and my heart despised re- 
proof, and have not obeyed the voice of my 
^eaehers, nor inelined mine ear to them that 
instrueted me." Prov. v. 12. I leave you 
in a world full of snares and temptations, and 
who knows wha t will beeome of you ? If you 
eome to ehrist. He will take eare of you, and 
be your guide even until death, but oh if you 
reiuse, everlasting horrors shall attend you 
to the judgment seat. 

In eonelusion : to all the members of this 
ehureh, I say stand fa$t in one spurit. Look 
direetly to God, and pray that He may send 
you a pastor who shall be more faithful than . 
the unworthy servant, who has shared so 
largely in your esteem. Seek for one that 
will travail as in birth for the salvation of 
soulsy — that will not fear or shun to deelare 
unto you the whole eounsel of God, who will 
aim d^eetly and supremely at the honour 
and glory of Jesus Ghrist, and be willing to 
spend and be spent for Him — ^who will lift up 



